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MEETINGS 
In this department every effort is made to publish timely 
announcements of future meetings, as well as reports of events 
and papers presented at past meetings. For this we rely on the 
organizers of meetings to send us announcements as early as pos- 
sible, and on colleagues in each country to send us reports of 
local activities in the history of mathematics. Unnecessary 
duplication may be avoided by cnecking with the editor or the 
nearest member of the International Commission listed on the 
back cover of "Historia Mathematical' before submitting reports 
to this department. 
THE FIRST AUSTRALIAN CONFERENCE ON THE HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS 
Seventy people attended the First Australian Conference on the 
History of Mathematics, which was held at Monash University, 
November 6-7, 1980. After the opening address by John Crossley 
(Monash University), invited addresses were delivered by Desmond 
Fearnley-Sander (Tasmania University) on the "Prehistory of 
Universal Algebra," by Ho Peng Yoke [Ho Ping-Yii] (Griffith Uni- 
versity) on "Ancient Chinese Mathematics," and by Jock Hoe 
(Victoria University of Wellington) on "Zhii Shijie and his 'Jade 
Mirror of the Four Unknowns"' (See Historia Mathematics 5(2), 
1978, #761). 
The following papers were contributed: 
G. J. Tee (University of Auckland): "Comrie and Aitken-- 
Two New Zealand Mathematicians" 
J. J. Cross (University of Melbourne): "Five Early Australian 
Mathematicians [Carslaw, the Michells, Weatherburn, Jaeger]" 
M. A. B. Deakin (Monash University): "A Scandal in Vienna 
(Spitzer versus Petzval, on Laplace Transforms)" 
R. Bryce (Australian National University): "Ruffini and 
the Quintic Equation" 
K. Hutchison (University of Melbourne): "Euler, Dollond, 
Klingenstierna and the Refutation of Newton's Stance on 
Chromatic Aberration" 
G. Pont (University of New South Wales): "Plato's Quadrivium 
and the Problem of Incommensurability" 
J. Pottage (University of Melbourne): "The Ancient Egyptian 
Level of Mathematical Thinking" 
A. J. Rahilly (Gippsland Institute of Advanced Education): 
"History of the Philosophy of Mathematics: One Perspective 
on the History of Mathematics" 
E. A. Tamlin (South Australia Institute of Technology): 
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"Quotes and Versus" 
J. D. Mackenzie (University of Wollongong): "The Dialectics 
of Proof" 
G. C. Smith (Monash University): "Boole's Annotations on 
'Mathematical Analysis of Logic'" 
St. J. Kettle (Monash University): "Mijbius' Early Life and 
the World in Which He Lived It (1790-1816)" 
E. Seneta (University of Sydney): "Least Squares--Probabil- 
ity in Pre-revolutionary Russia" 
M. F. Newman (Australian National University): "A Study in 
the History of Groups" 
A display of early mathematical books in the Monash Univer- 
sity Library included the second edition (1713) of Newton's 
Principia Mathematics. A demonstration of The University of 
Auckland's replica of John Napier's pioneering calculating ma- 
chine, his Promptuary for multiplication (1617), aroused much 
interest (see Historia Mathematics 7 (21, 1980, #1401). 
Anyone who wishes further information on the Australian 
Conference may write to Professor John N. Crossley, Monash Uni- 
versity, Clayton, Victoria, Australia. 
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PERSPECTIVES IN THE HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE 
The National Committee for the History and Philosophy of 
Science of the Royal Irish Academy has announced a Symposium, 
Perspectives in the History and Philosophy of Science, to be 
held April l-2, 1982, at the House of the Royal Academy, 19 
Dawson Street, Dublin 2. On the first evening of the Symposium 
an address will be delivered by a distinguished scholar in either 
the History or the Philosophy of Science. The remainder of the 
Symposium will consist of four sessions, a morning and an after- 
noon session on each day. The general topics to which each of 
these sessions will be devoted are, respectively, History of the 
Sciences; Science, Religion, and Society: Philosophy of Science; 
Science and Ireland. Those wishing to attend, to present papers, 
or to receive further information should write to! 
Dr. Charles Mollan, Secretary 
National Committee for the History and 
Philosophy of Science 
Royal Irish Academy 
19 Dawson Street 
Dublin 2, Ireland 
